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Players at European level 

2

ESO

National 
Standardization 
Bodies/National 

Committees
(National) Stakeholders

Representation
Consumers, Workers, Environment, 
Industry (associations), Individuals…

European Stakeholders
Representation

Consumers, Workers, Environment, SMEs 
(Annex III Organizations); Industry 

associations, etc.

EU
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MEMBER STATES

MS
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Relation between the European 
Standardization System and EU legislation
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Harmonized European Standards

EU legislation

European 
Parliament

Council of 
the 

European 
Union

European 
Commissi

on

• Public authority
• Compulsory
• Setting what goals to reach
• Revised when policy requires

• Private independent organizations
• Voluntary 
• How to reach goals
• State of the art; min. 5-year review cycle

Essential Requirements/
Safety Objectives
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Relation between the European 
Standardization System and EU legislation
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STANDARDIZATION 
REQUESTS

HARMONIZED 
STANDARD

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Dm9EwTJS4Wk/Tm2sGvYtsZI/AAAAAAAAAeI/7DiEU4NS8Bk/s1600/JOEU+coverpage.jpg
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Regulation (EU) 1025/2012 on European 
Standardization
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 CEN, CENELEC and ETSI

 International: ISO, IEC and ITU

 Voluntary and market relevant

 Standards: products and services

 Requirements to the system

 Standardization requests

 Standards support regulations & 

policies

European Standardization
as a tool for supporting competitiveness 
and challenges of the Society
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Annual Union Work Programme

REGULATION (EU) No 1025/2012

Article 10 “Standardisation requests to European standardisation organisations”

1.The Commission shall adopt an annual Union work programme for European
standardization which shall identify strategic priorities for European standardization,
taking into account Union long-term strategies for growth. It shall indicate the
European standards and European standardization deliverables that the Commission
intends to request from the European standardization organizations in
accordance with Article 10.

2.The annual Union work programme for European standardization shall define the
specific objectives and policies for the European standards and European
standardization deliverables that the Commission intends to request from the
European standardization organizations in accordance with Article 10. In cases of
urgency the Commission can issue requests without prior indication.
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Supporting regulatory compliance and 
public policies
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New Legislative Framework

General Product Safety

European standards are the 
preferred solution

Standards shall remain 
voluntary!!!

Public procurement
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A dimension of the European Market
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 Single Market for products and services

 Avoidance of new barriers to trade

 Convergence of technologies

 Digital Single Market

 Extending our Internal Market

 Keeping it open for trade
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European Stakeholders representation 
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Societal Stakeholders and SMEs are also involved in the 

Standardization process 

• SBS - Small Business Standards 

→ SME TOOLBOX 

• ETUC - European Trade Union Confederation 

• ANEC - the European consumer voice in standardization

• ECOS - the European Environmental Citizens Organization for 

Standardization

→ Societal Stakeholders TOOLBOX 

http://sbs-sme.eu/
http://www.cencenelec.eu/sme/std/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.etuc.org/
https://www.anec.eu/
http://www.ecostandard.org/
http://www.cencenelec.eu/societal/Pages/default.aspx
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A European Standard is …
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•Produced by all interested parties through

a transparent, open and consensus based process

•Voluntary in use

•Approved by a recognized body

•A document for a common and repeated use

•Automatically transposed into national standards

and therefore conflicting national standards

are to be withdrawn

•Integration with international standardization work

•A tool to underpin legislation
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www.cencenelec.eu 

Follow us: 

Tag us @standards4EU

Thank you 

Peter Sissons, Peter.Sissons@bsigroup.com
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https://www.facebook.com/CENCENELEC
https://www.linkedin.com/authwall?trk=ripf&trkInfo=AQG9Chc7r0vP3QAAAWvVwrXg60fjhi1NoWsiDK8bwv7Cwydt_k70_pg3GazQC2MsGmB4hPVAS5LByy1I3ovJYYRGbg2T2H3Q3iNGtIA_b92Xj5-KC4JFUwvHl5c6xo_5bISXgpk=&originalReferer=&sessionRedirect=https://www.linkedin.com/company/cen-and-cenelec
https://www.youtube.com/user/CENCENELEC/featured
https://twitter.com/standards4EU
mailto:Peter.Sissons@bsigroup.com

